The Dutch Leather Industry:

´FACTS EN FIGURES´
[image: image1.png]N L

tie van Nederlandse Lederfabrikanten




The Leather Industry

Background

The leather industry manufactures hides and skins into leather, the raw material for the shoe-, leather goods- en automobile industry. There is indeed a big difference between the leather industry and the leather processing industry, a mistake that is often made.

The Dutch leather industry has undergone a great sanitation the last few years. That´s one of the reasons why the number of tanneries in the Netherlands has dropped to about 20. Most of these tanneries can be found in the middle of the Netherlands (province Midden-Brabant; Tilburg, Dongen, Rijen, Waalwijk). However, the biggest tannery is located in the eastern part of the Netherlands (province Gelderland; Lichtenvoorde).

The Dutch leather industry has invested a lot in environmental friendly machinery and modern production methods. A couple of reasons for these investments are:

· The strict environmental laws in the Netherlands

· The innovative character of the Dutch Leather industry

· The severe competition in the leather industry world-wide

· The demand for a high quality of leather

Hot issues

Subjects which have a lot of attention, not only on national level but also on European level, are: 

· the BSE and FMD- crises and the consequences for the leather industry;

· Environmentally friendly production methods (IPPC: Integrated Pollu-tion Prevention and Control, and BAT: Best Available Techniques);

· Waste management and environmental regulations;

· The labour market, training needs, etc;

· Trade barriers (on European and global level) and the consequences for the availability of hides and skins;

· Monitoring of international developments in the leather industry regarding competition, trade, working methods, etc. 

Organisation

The Netherlands: 

Federatie van Nederlandse Lederfabrikanten (FNL)

Secretary general: 
Mr Roelf A. van Run

Address:

Reitseplein 1






5037 AA Tilburg

Postal address:
P.o. box 90154




5000 LG Tilburg

Tel: 


0031 – 13 - 5944778

Fax: 


0031 – 13 - 5944749

e-mail: 

FNL@wispa.nl
FNL represents approximately 90% of the Dutch leather industry. FNL serves its members and the leather industry in general regarding several subjects and is the discussion partner for the government, press, etc.

FNL is a member of the European Tanner organisation COTANCE (Confederation of National Associations of Tanners and Dressers of the European Community)

Secretary general:
Gustavo Gonzalez-Quijano

Address:

3 rue Belliard

B-1040 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: 


0032 – 2 - 5127703

Fax: 


0032 – 2 - 5129157

e-mail: 

info@euroleather.com
www: 


www.euroleather.com

Market information Leather industry

· Number of companies, employees and investments

	
	Number of companies
	Number of employees
	Investments

(in milj.)

	
	Total
	> 20 empl.
	Total
	> 20 empl.
	Total
	> 20 empl.

	1996
	26
	8
	542
	399
	5,6
	3,1

	1997
	26
	10
	592
	483
	9,6
	7,6

	1998
	25
	11
	635
	548
	13,5
	12,7

	1999
	22
	9
	590
	497
	x
	x


Source: FNL/CBS

· Turnover (GLD, in milj.)

	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	First Quarter 2000

	Leather, of which:
	160
	216
	261
	238
	50

	With split
	125
	174
	198
	184
	38

	Without split
	35
	42
	64
	x
	x


Source: CBS

· Turnover (Quantity, x 1000m2)

	
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999

	Leather, of which:
	3615
	4857
	7275
	x

	With split
	2450
	3647
	5686
	4286

	Without split
	1165
	1210
	1589
	x


Source: CBS

· Import/export

	
	Import
	Export

	
	X 1.000 kg
	X NLG 1.000
	X 1.000 kg
	X NLG 1.000

	1997
	9.986
	45.905
	5.065
	34.685

	1998
	9.476
	45.134
	2.961
	21.793

	1999
	8.174
	36.090
	1.595
	14.005


Source: CBS

· Average Prices

	
	Cow hides
	Bull hides

	January 2000
	82 – 83,00
	140 – 144,00

	February 2000
	89,00
	140 – 145,00

	March 2000
	89,00
	140 – 145,00

	April 2000
	95,00
	135 – 137,50

	May 2000
	110,00
	135,00

	June 2000
	110 – 112,50
	140 – 142,50

	July 2000
	110 – 112,50
	140 – 142,50

	September 2000
	131 – 133,00
	161 – 163,00

	October
	131 – 133,00
	163 – 163,00

	November
	131 – 137,50
	161 – 177,50

	December
	137,50 – 158,00
	177,50 – 198,00


Source: www.leatherxchange.com (member area)

